The following document is the day-to-day diary of Captain William E. Waters, who was the
commanding officer of G Company/331st Infantry during the Normandy and Brittany campaigns
of the 83rd Division. Captain Waters wrote these letters to his wife in 1945, exactly one year after
the daily actions oecurred (probably because of security restrictions). His wife typed up the battle
field sections of the letters to produce this record. Many thanks to Bill Waters and his mother
Miriam (Mimi) Kelley for their permission to place this document on line.



& A YnAR AGO TOuAY™
by Captain #illiem L. Waters
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A year &.0 tonight I was riding in the front seat &8 a 21 ton
truck that was rolling closer and closer to the sounds of ariillery
being exchanged. It was ,ouring down rain asnd the night was as black
as an ink-well., ¥%e @aéaad ti.rough Cerentan wrere I hed my first good
smell of éeath from the rotting bouies of catile that hed stooa in the
path of exglouing artillery shells. It was the beginning of guite an

ex.erience.

&

June 2
A year ego tomnight I had just finished my first day of actual con-

tact with the enemy. We huac been shellec a few times anu sbout this

time of night the enewy patrols were starting in to heckle us. Nothing

"

of im ortesnce mctuzlly bappened but it was still very exciting because
we were in the war at last. I had & beautiful foxz-hole. It was

gug down anc then tunneled into & hedze-row. Being very green 1 felt
prétty sazle whenever 1 cruwled intc 1t. I discovered my error later

when 1 saw hewge-rows blown apert by ex loding shells.

July 4.

Wrnat a quiet cay this has been in comperison with last yezr's
4th of dJuly. A yesr a&go we launched our first attack and were uis-
astrously beaten. Toirty minutes after we had jumped off- both Dick
and Hel h,who were leading my two assault plstoons, had been killed.
They were leading their platoons in & charge across & swamp 600 yds.
wide, 2000 yds. long, flat as & billlard table, and covered by dozens
of maching guns menned by 83 troopers ana paratrcopers wuo had had
three weeks to prepare their positions. Both officers gave their
lives gloriously.
duly &8

A year ago yesterday we made the léngest gain ghat we had mace
up Lo thet tine. We drove forward all day lgéng and thal exening

found us some 1500 yards ahead of the place from which we had started.






